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SUBJECT: TALK WITH EX-PRIME MINISTER RIFAI-KHADDAM ASSASSINA- 
TION ATTEMPT 

1 . IN TALK WITH EX-PRIME MINISTER RIFAI JUST PRIOR TO HIS 
DECEMBER 22 DEPARTURE FOR THE UNITED STATES HE DESCRIBED 
FOR ME SOME OF THE DETAILS OF THE EARLY DECEMBER 
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT AGAINST KHADDAM. RIFAI WENT TO DAMASCUS 
SHORTLY AFTER THE ATTEMPT AND LAST WEEK SPENT A DAY THERE 
WITH KHADDAM. 

2. RIFAI BELIEVES THAT KHADDAM WAS EXTREMELY LUCKY. THE 
FOUR SHOTS FIRED BY THE GUNMAN RIDING THE BACK OF THE 
MOTORCYCLE WERE WELL AIMED. ONE WENT THROUGH THE BACK 
WINDOW OF THE MERCEDES KHADDAM WAS DRIVING AND LODGED 
IN THE HEAD REST. IT WOULD HAVE KILLED KHADDAM EXCEPT 
THAT IT HAD BEEN FIRED FROM A SMALL CALIBER WEAPON 
(ABOUT 7.0 MM ACCORDING TO RIFAI). THE SECOND STRUCK 

THE METAL PARTITION BETWEEN THE WINDOWS, WHILE THE 

THIRD ENTERED KHADDAM'S LEFT SHOULDER AND PASSED 

ACROSS THE INTERIOR OF HIS UPPER CHEST STRIKING A RIB AND LODGED 

IN HIS RIGHT ARM. THE FOURTH STRUCK KHADDAM'S LEFT HAND 
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APPARENTLY AS HE RAISED IT IN REACTION TO THE NOISE 
OF THE PREVIOUS SHOTS. KHADDAM, RIFAI REPORTS, HEARD 
ONLY THE EXPLOSIONS AND THEN IN SHOCK STOPPED THE VEHICLE. THE 
MOTORCYCLE AND ITS RIDER LEFT THE SCENE. AS PREVIOUSLY 
REPORTED, MRS. KHADDAM WAS STRUCK BY A TRUCK SHE WAS 
ATTEMPTING TO STOP TO SECURE HELP. A SUBSEQUENT CAR 
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STOPPED AND TOOK KHADDAM BACK INTO DAMASCUS TO THE 
HOSPITAL. 

3. RIFAI SAID THAT THE DRIVER OF THE MOTORCYCLE HAS 
BEEN PICKED UP. HE IS A SYTIAN, BUT WITH CONNECTIONS 
WITH THE IRAQIS AND PROBABLY WITH SABRI AL BANNA'S (ABU 
MIDAL S) GROUP WHICH RIFAI SAYS IS MERELY ANOTHER ARM OF 

THE IRAQI INTELLIGENCE OPERATION. RIFAI SAYS HE EXPECTS THAT THE 
SYRIANS HAVE ALSO BY NOW PICKED UP OTHERS INVOLVED IN THE 
ATTEMPT. 

4. RIFAI BELIEVES THAT ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS WILL 
CONTINUE IN SYRIA AND JORDAN, ALMOST. HE SAYS, AS AN 
INEVITABLE CONSEQUENCE OF SYRIAN-IRAQI FEUDING IN 
WHICH JORDAN IS CAUGHT UP. JUST AS THE SEMIRAMIS 

HOTEL RAID WAS REPEATED AT THE JORDAN INTERCONTINENTAL, 

RIFAI BELIEVES THAT THE KHADDAM ATTEMPT WILL BE FOLLOWED 
UP BOTH IN JORDAN AND SYRIA. GIVEN THE PLANNING AND 
SECURITY CONNECTED WITH THE OPERATIONS, RIFAI SAYS HE 
DOES NOT BELIEVE THERE IS A GREAT DEAL BEYOND NORMAL 
TRAVEL AND SECURITY PRECAUTIONS WHICH CAN BE DONE TO 
THWART THE IRAQI EFFORTS. 

PICKERING 
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